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Message from the Founders 
We would like to welcome all readers of this, our first Support Our Survivors of Iwo Jima Telegram.  Longtime 
friends and volunteers of the Survivors, Marianne Mihalyo and Gary Roy, developed the idea for formation of this 
support group from the desire to directly, efficiently and quickly disseminate information and aid the Iwo Jima 
Survivors Association, Inc. with their goals.  We are inviting volunteers to join our group, meet and become 
friends with the Survivors and help them with their activities.  Sometime in the future, we will hold our first 
meeting.  Our mission and goals are presently being refined.  
 

Ċ Mission Statement 

The Mission of the Support Our Survivors of Iwo Jima is to offer help to all Iwo Jima Survivors as a way of 
showing respect and thanking them for their military service and sacrifices.  We will work to help them 
accomplish goals they have, recognize their service, keep alive the memory of the WWII Battle of Iwo Jima, the 
veterans who fought and died there and to promote education, understanding and respect for WWII Veterans.  
 

Ċ Membership 

¶ Membership is open to any individual who supports the mission and goals of the SOS of Iwo Jima. 

¶ All prospective members shall be admitted to the organization after approval by the Officers. 

¶ Membership is free but donations are welcome to help cover office supplies. 

¶ Individual membership is renewed annually after a vote of the Officers.  

¶ Since it is our mission to serve, members are expected to participate in at least 2 volunteer activities 
each year. 

 

Feel free to contact us if you would like to join or with any questions, ideas or thoughts you may have. 
 

Sincerely, 
Marianne Mihalyo and Gary Roy  
 
  

 

 

 

 

During the past few months, we arranged for several articles to be published in local newspapers 
highlighting survivors who live in those areas.  There was also a ceremony held to remember the 64

th
 

Anniversary of the Flag Raising on Mt. Suribachi.  This was featured on Fox 61 news and WDRC radio by 
an interview between Ray Rivard and Brad Davis.  The story was also published locally in the Herald.  The 
West Hartford Life newspaperôs April Edition also featured a story about survivors James Ettinger and 
Judge William Bieluch. 

Previous Events  
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A Ceremony to Remember the 64th Anniversary of the  

Flag Raising on Mt. Suribachi, Iwo Jima 
by Marianne Mihalyo 

 

     On February 22, 2009, a ceremony was held at the National Iwo Jima Memorial Park to 
commemorate the 64th anniversary of the historic flag raising that took place at the top of Mt. 
Suribachi, Iwo Jima Island.  This WWII battle was significant for a number of reasons.  The island 
was at a strategic location and needed for an air base where U.S. B-29 bombers could land for 
repair or refueling.  It was also located midway between the Mariana Islands and mainland Japan 
and could be used as a launching point for the invasion of Japan if necessary.  The U.S. Marines 
landed on the shores of Iwo Jima on February 19, 1945.  On February 23rd, after five days of 
fighting, a Marine platoon made its way up Mt. Suribachi and raised the American flag, the first 
time ever on Japanese soil.  Six Marines raised the flag, which sent a cheer from the U.S. 
servicemen on shore below, ships sounded their horns and site of the flag raising boosted the 
morale of the soldiers.  The smaller flag was later replaced by a larger one.  This second flag 
raising was captured in the famous Joe Rosenthal photo after which our monument is modeled.  
The battle continued until March 26, 1945 and proved to be the bloodiest in the history of the 
Marines.  There were 6,821 Americans who lost their lives on the island, 100 of them from 
Connecticut.  Also, 27 Congressional Medals of Honor were awarded, the most for any battle in 
history.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Despite the cold and rainy day, members of 
the public were in attendance for the 
ceremony.  About 25-30 dedicated 
supporters met at 1:00 p.m. to remember 
the anniversary of the flag raising and 
honor those that fought and died there.  We 
were pleased to have on hand, survivors 
from the battle along with members of the 
National Iwo Jima Memorial Historical 
Foundation, Inc. and the public.  Marianne 
Mihalyo started the ceremony by giving a 
brief history of the two flag raisings.  A 
Marine blessing was given by Mr. William 

Wood, past president of the Iwo Jima Survivors Association, Inc. 
Mr. William Wood 

The first flag raising, replacing the 1st flag with the 2nd larger one, 
raising the second flag, cheers from American servicemen. 
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The blessing was followed by a heartfelt 
version of "God Bless America" sung by Mr. 
Jim Boyle, also a survivor and member of the 
Association.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mr. Jim Boyle, a Sergeant from the Marines 4

th
 Division, 

performed the honors of laying a wreath at the monument to 
remember the anniversary and the 100 men from Connecticut 
that were killed on Iwo Jima.   

 
 

 
A speech on behalf of the Iwo Jima Survivors 
Association was given by past president Mr. 
William Wood who was a Sergeant in the US 
Marines, 4th Division.  In addition, a speech was 
given by Dr. John Conant, current president of the 
National Iwo Jima Memorial Historical Foundation 
and the proud son of a survivor.  
 
 

 

The names of the 100 men from Connecticut KIA 
were read by Mr. William Wood and Mr. Charlie Gellatly, also a survivor, 
Seaman 2nd Class, Navy, Amphibious Forces.  After each name was 
read, a bell was tolled by survivors Mr. Joseph Roman, 3rd Joint Assault Signaling Company, 3rd 
Marine Division and Mr. Gerard Stewart, USNR Midshipman, Merchant Marines.  We were truly 
honored to have these survivors present to participate in this ceremony. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Jim Boyle attended with his two daughters and Joyce, his nurse. 

Mr. William Wood explains what 
this day means to the survivors. 

Dr. John Conant talks of memories 
of his father, a survivor. 

Mr. Gerard Stewart Mr. Joseph Roman 
Gellately 

Mr. William Wood reads the  
names of KIA 

Mr. Charlie Gellatly 
Roman Gellately 
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The anniversary ceremony was enhanced by the generous contribution of special volunteers.  On 
hand was the (Antique) Veterans Honor Guard of Westbrook who kindly provided the honor guard, 
rifle volley salute and echo taps to honor all Iwo Jima veterans.  After the ceremony, they 
presented each Survivor with a spent rifle shell. 
 

A large, stunning memorial wreath of fresh red, white and blue flowers was generously donated by 
the Newington VFW Post 9836, the same post Association founder and survivor Dr. George 
Gentile belonged to.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We were pleased to have with us for the first time, Mr. Richard Manning, a senior music student 
from CCSU, who honored the KIA by performing taps.  Bagpipe music was provided by our 
longtime supporter, Mr. Pat Whelan.  We are grateful to have these special groups volunteer their 
time and skills to make this ceremony memorable.    

 
 There were some new faces in the audience, 
Krystal and Sarina, who helped pass out 
brochures and programs.  Eileen Hurst from 
the CCSU Veterans History Project was on 
hand to let all veterans how they could 
participate in this project (www.ccsu.edu/VHP).  
We hope that many more Foundation members 
will participate in helping to organize future 
events.   This event was organized by the Iwo 
Jima Survivors Association, Inc. and the 
National Iwo Jima Memorial Historical Foundation Inc.   

Kevin Jarvis and Diane, both children of survivors, drove from the Boston area to attend.  Mrs. Stewart watches as her husband, a 
survivor, tolls the bell. 
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Survivors still telling the story 

© 2009 newbritainherald.com, a Journal Register Property 

Sunday, February 22, 2009 10:29 PM EST 
BY KAITLIN McCALLUM Staff writer 

NEW BRITAIN ð Undeterred by Sundayôs pouring rain, a small group 

of Iwo Jima survivors and their families gathered to mark the battleôs 

64th anniversary. They huddled under umbrellas around the 

monument, reading the names and recalling the dead. 

John Boyle, now 87, is a survivor from Wethersfield and says heôs never failed to observe the anniversary. Boyle 

worked with a survivors group, formed in 1987, to see the monument built. For years, Boyle cared for the monument, 

raising the flags and maintaining the park. Since heôs given up driving, Boyle doesnôt spend as much time at the 

monument, but he came Saturday to read the names, lay the wreath and sing ñGod Bless America.ò 

 

As the rain poured off the marble, etched with the 100 names of Connecticut men killed in action on Iwo Jima, 

attendees read the story of the first and second flag raisings on Mt. Suribachi Feb. 23, 1945. Atop the monument, the 

six figures, cast in bronze, raise an American flag. 

 

Virginia Stewart, of Wethersfield, clutched a cane to push snow away from the stones, looking for the name of her 

husband, Gerard Stewart, who was one of the five survivors at the ceremony Sunday. The rest of the group, 200 to 300 

scattered across the country, were kept away by health problems and the weather. 

Diane Kuebler and Kevin Jarvis, both children of survivors, drove down from Boston for the ceremony. Kuebler pointed 

to a stone engraved with the name of her dad, Arthur O. Kuebler, a Seabee. Jarvisôs father, John F. Jarvis, and his 

cousin, George Jarvis, are memorialized a few steps away. Both died 10 years ago, but Kuebler and Jarvis continue to 

remember the battle their fathers fought.  ñWe were there at the 60th anniversary, at Iwo Jima,ò Kuebler said.  This 

year, the pair stood in the rain as shots were fired, taps was played and the significance of the battle was recounted for 

the 64th time. The group leaned in, straining to hear survivor Bill Wood, a Marine sergeant, read the Marine Corps 

Prayer over the rush of traffic and the rain tapping on umbrellas. 

Dr. John Conant, president, of the National Iwo Jima Memorial Historical Foundation in Newington, recalled his long 

struggle to understand the battle. His father, an Iwo Jima survivor, put a small framed copy of the famous photo, taken 

by Joe Rosenthal, in his room when he was 5.  But Conant learned little about the battle besides misinformation for 

over 40 years. He fears that the memory of the battle ð and its significance ð will be lost.   

ñItôs extremely important,ò he said, water dripping from his face. ñIf you think back to the Declaration of Independence, 

the guys that signed that paper were at great risk. Many were killed and tortured and they did it for freedom.ò  The men 

at Iwo Jima defended that freedom, Conant said. ñItôs about more than just the 100 men from Connecticut lost in the 

battle, or the 6,821 Americans who died.ò 

Thatôs why the group initially came together, explained Marilyn Mihalyo, vice president of the foundation. Dr. George Gentile, who 

lived in Newington, set out to find other survivors in 1987. Until 1995, when the monument was completed, the group he founded 

worked to raise the money and clear the land. 

ñThe survivors raised all the money ð $450,000 ð by shaking hands in front of grocery stores and marching in parades,ò Conant 

said.  And it remains important to them, though the survivors are slowly turning over responsibility to the foundation.  ñWeôre trying 

to get more members to do education in schools and speak to civic groups,ò Conant said. 

The group has other plans, too, Mihalyo said, to raise awareness and care for both the survivors and the park.  But they need 

volunteers to do it.  Mihalyo herself was won over by the story of the survivorsô struggles and suffering on the island. While she was 

just visiting the park to take a picture of the monument, Mihalyo met Gentile in 1995.  ñThe guys are so wonderful, you canôt help 

but be involved with them once you get to know them,ò she said. ñItôs amazing what they had to go through and how young they 

were. I feel that we owe these veterans so much.ò 

http://www.journalregister.com/
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Valor under fire: Marine veterans remember Iwo Jima 
Today, the 64th anniversary of the WWII flag raising on Iwo Jima, 2 veterans who were there reflect on its meaning. 

 
By Kala Kachmar 
For the Journal Inquirer 
Published: Monday, February 23, 2009 12:41 PM EST 
 
When Howard Whittaker stepped onto a beach of volcanic ash on the Japanese island of Iwo Jima during World War 
II, the first thing he saw was a dead U.S. Marine.  It was 1945 amidst bloody fighting in the Battle of Iwo Jima. 
 
ñThere were bodies scattered all over ð not just hit with bullets, but blown to pieces,ò said Whittaker, a Marine during 
the war. ñIt was hell on earth was what it was.ò 
 
But Whittaker not only witnessed the brutality of the war but also one of its most historic moments ð the raising of an 
American flag atop Mount Suribachi, which at 556 feet is the highest point on Iwo Jima. 
 
Today marks the 64th anniversary of that famous flag raising, and there were actually two that day.  The first, a smaller 
flag, was raised at the summit by mid morning after fierce fighting by the Marines.  Deemed too small to be seen at a 
distance, however, it was replaced by a second, larger flag raised soon thereafter. It was this second flag raising ð by 
five Marines and one Navy Corpsman ð that was immortalized in a Pulitzer Prize-winning photograph by Associated 
Press photographer Joe Rosenthal. 
 
Approximately one-third of all Marines killed in action during World War II were killed on Iwo Jima, a volcanic island 
about 650 miles south of Tokyo. More than 100,000 Americans fought there, and 6,821 died as a result ð 5,931 of 
them Marines. More than 19,000 Marines and soldiers were wounded.  The flags were raised after the Marines 
captured Mount Suribachi on Feb. 23, 1945. It would take another month of battle for them to secure the island from 
the Japanese. 
 
Whittaker, 84, who recently moved from Windsor Locks to Farmington, was an engineer in the 4th Pioneer Battalion of 
the 4th Marine Division during World War II. He enlisted out of Hartford in 1942 ð just a day after turning 18. 
 

Witness to history 
 
Three days into the Battle of Iwo Jima, Whittaker was knocked unconscious by what he thinks was a shell. He was 
brought to a nearby hospital ship where the injured were treated.  And it was from that ship he witnessed the first flag 
raising on Iwo Jima. He saw the flag being raised from his ship before going back into battle.  ñYou could hear all the 
screaming and cheering from the guys on the ship,ò Whittaker said. ñI thought it was the greatest thing in the world.ò  
Whittaker said it took great sacrifice to raise the flag, not only for those who died, but also for those who survived. 
 
Later, without officially being discharged by a doctor, Whittaker caught a ride on a small boat that went back to Iwo 
Jima to retrieve injured men. There, ready to fight again, he reported to his commander.  ñHe told me, óWhittaker, 
youôre the stupidest damn Marine I ever saw in my life.ôò  Whittaker doesnôt remember anything from the time he went 
back into battle until the day he boarded the ship to leave the island, which was sometime around Easter 1945.  ñI donôt 
remember carrying a rifle or nothing,ò he said. ñI was in a fog.ò 
 
Robert Berger, 84, a lawyer from Enfield, also fought in the Battle of Iwo Jima. He said the flag raising on Mount 
Suribachi just meant that he and his fellow Marines would no longer be taking enemy fire from that part of the island.ò  
ñYou were happy that the flag got raised, but thatôs it,ò Berger said.  Berger never saw either flag being raised because 
he was fighting elsewhere on the island, but he became aware of it through word of mouth shortly after it happened.  
ñItôs not like standing at a ballgame where youôre going to stand up, put your hand over heart and listen to someone 
sing, óThe Star Spangled Banner,ôò Berger said. ñYou were just trying to stay alive.ò 
 

Important lesson 
 
Berger said itôs important for the younger generation to understand what the veterans did for their country, and stressed 
the importance of taking the initiative to do what has to be done when the need arises.  ñEveryone has an obligation to 
stand up when itôs necessary and do the job thatôs required,ò Berger said.  Berger said he lost three of the men that 
were in his tent on Iwo Jima ð Ned Murphy, Charlie Troy Patterson, and Pop Merrick.  ñI remember the good times,ò 
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Berger said. I try not to remember the bad times.ò 
 
Berger joined the military when he turned 18 in 1942, enlisting out of his hometown of New York City. He was a private 
first class forward observer in the 3rd Battalion of the 14th Regiment of the 4th Marine Division.  As a forward observer, 
he traveled with the infantry and sent coordinates indicating where shells should be dropped. 
 
ñWhen we first landed, we were caught in a crossfire,ò Berger said.  The Japanese were throwing down fire at him and 
his battalion from two sides of the island, he said. 
 
Whittaker said when he arrived at the island it took his landing craft vehicle two attempts to make landfall because of all 
the wreckage.  ñNaturally, our officers and everyone thought Iwo would be a cakewalk because of all the aerial 
bombings and naval bombardment weôd done for weeks and weeks and weeks (before the battle),ò Whittaker said. ñBut 
it didnôt pan out that way.ò  The Japanese dug out miles of underground tunnels, and even built an underground 
hospital for their soldiers, Whittaker said. 
 

Fierce fighting 
 
ñTheyôd roll the artillery out, fire, and pull it back it,ò Whittaker said. 
 
Berger said the Japanese spent many hours digging themselves into tunnels and caves so they could surprise the 
Americans.  ñThey were tenacious fighters,ò Berger said.  The entire island was layered in volcanic ash, which made it 
extremely difficult for the soldiers to move, Berger said.  ñYou didnôt really walk,ò Berger said. ñYou walked, you 
crouched, you ran. You hit the deck, you got up and ran some more.ò 
 
Whittaker said moving on the island was like trying to walk through grease. 
 
U.S. forces needed to take Iwo Jima so it could be used as a secure air base as an emergency landing site for planes 
coming back from Japan to Tinian and Saipan, which are in the Northern Mariana Islands.  The closest U.S. base was 
Pearl Harbor ð nearly 4,000 miles away from the island. 
 
Whittaker said the only thing relative to the number of casualties on the island was the number of pilots that were saved 
as a result of the battle. 
 
Iwo Jima was also used as a runway for fighter planes to take off and aid the B-29s that were dropping bombs on 
Japan. 
 
Berger said he expected to have to invade the Japanese mainland, but the atomic bombs President Harry Truman 
authorized the military to drop prevented that and ended the war.  ñWe were all able to go home early and get on with 
our lives,ò Berger said. 
 

Memorial in New Britain 
 
In 1995 the National Iwo Jima Memorial Monument in New Britain was built. The monument, which depicts the flag 
raising on Mount Suribachi as depicted in Rosenthalôs photo, stands 40 feet tall from its base to the top of the flagpole.  
The flag has 48 stars to make it historically correct ð at that time Alaska and Hawaii were not yet states ð and the 
monument is made out of sand and stone that came from Iwo Jima, according to Vincent Thomas, an Iwo Jima 
survivor and secretary treasurer of the National Iwo Jima Survivors Association.  There is one American flag for each of 
the 100 soldiers who died on Iwo Jima that were from Connecticut, Thomas said. Their names are engraved on the 
monument. 
 
Berger said heôs been to the monument in New Britain, but not very often.  He does, however, attend events that 
reunite members of the 4th Marine Division. 
 
Every year, the survivorôs association puts on a memorial service at the New Britain memorial on or around the 
anniversary of the flag raising dedicated to those died on Iwo Jima, Thomas said. 
 
The National Iwo Jima Memorial Historical Foundation, which is based in Connecticut, was created to help sustain the 
memorial because members of the survivorôs association are getting old, said Marianne Mihalyo, vice president of the 
foundation.  Mihalyo said itôs important to understand what these survivors went through, and that now is a critical time 
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to remember and honor them because so many World War II veterans are dying each day.  ñOur freedom today is 
because of them,ò she said. 
 
Both Whittaker and Berger are members of the Iwo Jima Survivors Association. 
 
Thomas said there are 130 surviving members from Connecticut and 468 nationally. 
 
ñThey (the younger generation) should realize the number of people that gave their lives and came out of there cripples 
so they could have a better life here,ò Whittaker said. 
 
ñWar is a terrible thing,ò Berger said. ñPeople have to understand that those who sacrificed should be respected.ò 
 

Keeping flame burning undying legacy of Iwo Jima 
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2009, by LINDA MEDURA 

East Hartford Gazette 

 

Covered with a blanket of volcanic ash, and honeycombed with over 16 miles of underground tunnels built 
by its Japanese defenders, the 8-square-miles of the island of Iwo Jima are still remembered as one of the 
bloodiest battles of WWII. 
 
But, as the ranks of those doing the remembering dwindled, they have left behind reminders, large and 
small, of their encounter with that place and recollections of how high a price was paid by Americans for a 
place few had ever heard of when the battle was joined. 
 
Some returned and never spoke of Iwo Jima, or what happened when they were there. In just over one 
month, over 27,000 American soldiers were either wounded or killed in action on Iwo Jima - from February 
19 through March 26, 1945. Sixty-four years later, that same number would fill an entire basketball arena 
(or two) during March Madness. 
 
Robert DeGroat of East Hartford was one of the fortunate ones, not because he had a front row seat at Iwo 
Jima that month but fortunate in that he was able to return home from the experience. 
Just 19, DeGroat was a Navy man, part of the first assault wave of troops who, for 10 weeks, was bombing 
the tiny island with everything in the Navy arsenal in preparation for a 70,000-strong landing led by the U. 
S. Marine Corps. 
 
DeGroat passed away in 2006, but before he did, he visited the Iwo Jima 
Memorial in New Britain many times. He left behind his wife, Louise, to tell 
his story. 
 
She remembered the day they traveled over to the memorial located just off 
Route 9 in New Britain for the dedication ceremony in 1995.  ñHe came 
away so proud and deeply moved,ò Louise recalled this week. ñHe was only 
17 when he enlisted in the Navy in December of ó43. He told me his mother 
had to sign for him because of his age.ò 
 
For those who have yet to visit this Connecticut monument ï or for those 
who have been to the original Iwo Jima memorial in Arlington Virginia ï its solemn composition of ordinary 
men has a majestic timelessness. Taken from perhaps the most famous photo of the war, it represents the 
second flag-raising on Mount Suribachi we now know. Yet knowing that doesnôt diminish its effect. The 
National Iwo Jima Memorial Monument is the only flag-raising monument in the United State specifically 
dedicated to the memory of the Americans killed at Iwo Jima. 

http://www.ehgazette.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=236:keeping-flame-burning-undying-legacy-of-iwo-jima&catid=89:local-news&Itemid=373
http://www.ehgazette.com/index.php?option=com_mailto&tmpl=component&link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5laGdhemV0dGUuY29tL2luZGV4LnBocD9vcHRpb249Y29tX2NvbnRlbnQmdmlldz1hcnRpY2xlJmlkPTIzNjprZWVwaW5nLWZsYW1lLWJ1cm5pbmctdW5keWluZy1sZWdhY3ktb2YtaXdvLWppbWEmY2F0aWQ9ODk6bG9jYWwtbmV3cyZJdGVtaWQ9Mzcz
http://www.ehgazette.com/index.php?option=com_mailto&tmpl=component&link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5laGdhemV0dGUuY29tL2luZGV4LnBocD9vcHRpb249Y29tX2NvbnRlbnQmdmlldz1hcnRpY2xlJmlkPTIzNjprZWVwaW5nLWZsYW1lLWJ1cm5pbmctdW5keWluZy1sZWdhY3ktb2YtaXdvLWppbWEmY2F0aWQ9ODk6bG9jYWwtbmV3cyZJdGVtaWQ9Mzcz
http://www.ehgazette.com/index.php?option=com_mailto&tmpl=component&link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5laGdhemV0dGUuY29tL2luZGV4LnBocD9vcHRpb249Y29tX2NvbnRlbnQmdmlldz1hcnRpY2xlJmlkPTIzNjprZWVwaW5nLWZsYW1lLWJ1cm5pbmctdW5keWluZy1sZWdhY3ktb2YtaXdvLWppbWEmY2F0aWQ9ODk6bG9jYWwtbmV3cyZJdGVtaWQ9Mzcz
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The Connecticut version was conceived and designed by Dr. George Gentile, founder and President of the 
Iwo Jima Survivors Association and his wife, Winifred, of Newington. His group of survivors ï who used to 
march in East Hartfordôs Memorial Day Parade carrying a large American Flag - raised nearly half a million 
dollars to build it. And it was unveiled to the public February 23, 1995 ï the 50th year anniversary of the 
fighting. 
 
Dr. Gentile died in 2004. His wife remains active in the Foundation and is its current Secretary. 
ñThese were just kids who gave their lives at Iwo Jima,ò says Marianne A. Mihalyo, Vice President of the 
National Iwo Jima Memorial Historical Foundation. 
 
The group, along with the Iwo Jima Survivors Association, honored survivors in a recent ceremony at the 
monument for the 64th anniversary of the Mt. Suribachi flag-raising. 
 
Mihalyo explains that the group is determined to preserve the history of these men and women who are 
now in their 80s.  ñIf we lose what they have to say about those times, it will be lost forever,ò she says. 
 
For those who have never seen it, the Connecticut monument measures almost 40 feet high and has a 48-
star American flag flying from the top of its flagpole to make the statue historically correct. On its polished 
black granite front are inscribed the names of the 100 Connecticut men who died in the battle for Iwo Jima. 
 
Sculpted by Joseph Petrovics of Sculpture House Casting of New York City, the six figures raising the flag 
are cast in bronze and, if standing erect, each would be 9 feet in height. The battle gear and clothing of the 
flag raisers is authentically reproduced.  Even more impressive is the fact that rocks from the actual historic 
flag-raising site at Mt. Suribachi have been placed at the feet of the flag raisers in the statue and sand from 
the invasion beach has been incorporated into the concrete base of the monument. 
 
Also on site is the Chaplains/Medical Corps Memorial and directly in front of that, is the ñWalkway of Valor.ò  
The walkway consists of bricks with the names of members of the Survivors Association, including that of 
East Hartfordôs Robert DeGroat.  
 
An eternal flame, lit in 1995 on Veterans Day, burns 24 hours a day, 365 days a year - a reminder of the 
sacrifices made in defense of freedom throughout the world during WWII. 
 
It is not uncommon to hear that personal stories about the war remain untold until much later in a veteranôs 
life. In his later years, East Hartfordôs DeGroat became a flag person. According to his wife, he would make 
copies of how to put up a flag and then distributed them at any property flying the American flag. He also 
wasnôt shy about stopping at a personôs house to tell them that they were displaying their flag incorrectly. 
 
ñI used to tell him that folks might not appreciate that, but heôd just smile and say that if youôre going to 
hang the American flag, you should hang it right.ò  ñI donôt think he ever forgot his experiences at Iwo Jima 
ï all the sacrifices that were made by young men like himself - or how lucky he was to have made it back 
home alive.ò 
 
Mihalyo is driven to make sure veterans like Robert DeGroat are not forgotten. 
 
ñThey chose to serve their country willingly and bravely,ò she explains, ñso we could live a better life. They 
put their lives on the line and witnessed unimaginable suffering, pain and death ï all as teenagers or young 
men. And after the war, they quietly returned to their homes, held jobs, raised families and continued to be 
valuable citizens all while carrying memories of what they had seen and experienced. We, and future 
generations, need to preserve their stories and history to ensure it will never be forgotten.ò 
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Some of the hard working volunteers who participated in the Earth Day Clean Up. 

Earth Day Volunteer Clean Up ï April 25, 2009 

Iwo Jima Survivors Association, Inc. 
by Gary Roy 

 
On April 25, 2009, the Iwo Jima Survivors Association held the first of what they hope will become an 
Annual Earth Day Volunteer Clean Up event. Every year, Earth Day is celebrated worldwide on April 22

nd
.  

This year, it fell during Volunteer Week, April 19
th
 ï 25

th
, 2009.  The Iwo Jima Survivors took this 

opportunity to recruit volunteers to help clean up the National Iwo Jima Memorial Monument and Park.  The 
project coordinators were Gary Roy and Vincent Thomas.  It was a sunny, warm day and a hard working 
enthusiastic group of volunteers from the Survivors Association, Foundation, Marines Reserve Center and 
public gathered for the event.   
 
Despite being in their 80ôs, the Iwo Jima Survivors came ready and willing to roll up their sleeves and work.  
They drove from all over Connecticut and included members Daniel Vece, Vincent Thomas, Bill Wood, 
George Abel, Franklin Beattie, Ed Desrosiers, Charlie Gellatly, Joseph Maruca and others. Survivors were 
also available to talk or answer questions from the public and volunteers.  It was a great chance for the 
Survivors to gather for camaraderie and inspired volunteers to work even harder.  Volunteers from the 
Foundation also came to help with the clean up.  Those present were Marge Beattie, Andi Grant, Eric 
Stevens, John Hanley, Marianne Mihalyo, Ray Rivard, Gary Roy and his son Jason and Carl Venditto.  We 
were very fortunate to have had 
a group of hard working Marines 
from the Marine Reserve Center 
in Plainville volunteer to help.  
Bob Gary and Jason Roy, new 
volunteers, joined us and came 
to help work. The previous day, 
Mary Pelletier and volunteers 
from the Park River Watershed 
Revitalization Initiative cleaned 
up along the river area that 
borders the park.  They collected 
many bags of discarded items 
and trash.  Artist Bob Johnson 
used the garbage to create his 
ñRivercubesò sculptures.  One of 
his sculptures was on display at 
CCSU for their  ñSustainable?ò 
art exhibit.   
 
 
 

 
The Earth Day clean up crew focused on removing weeds and 
redoing edging around the brick walkways, monument and 
chopping down and clearing the overgrowth from along the 
guardrail.  The Marines from the Plainville Reserve Center were 
a tremendous help.    We would like to give a big ñTHANK 
YOU!ò to Cpl. Brian D. Warren, LCPL Roberto Diaz and SGT 
Giovanni T. Roman. 
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Home Depot bags filled with some of the 
leaves and overgrowth that was cleared from 

the area. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

There were many area businesses the Iwo Jima 
Survivors would like to thank for their contributions to the 
success of this event.  Volunteers were alerted and 
directed to the Clean Up event by a beautiful lawn sign 
donated by FedEx Office of Newington and publicity by 
Michael Fox of the Newington VFW.   Home Depot of 
Berlin gave a generous donation of paper leaf bags, 
plastic garbage bags and work gloves.  All of the bags 
were eventually filled with brush and leaves and 
everyone was glad to have the gloves since it was 
discovered that there was a lot of poison ivy growing 

along the perimeter.  Because of the hot day, we were 
grateful to have a supply of ice-cold water donated by 
the Fenn Rd. Stop and Shop.   
 

In addition to filling the Home Depot bags, volunteers also cut and cleared many dead branches, logs, and 
fallen trees that had been thrown along the perimeter for years.  The Town of Newington Public Works 
Department did an excellent job of removing the collected bags of leaves, weeds and the huge pile of 
overgrowth that was trimmed.  Finally, for the comfort of volunteers, Suburban Sanitation donated the use 
of a portable restroom for the day. 
 
 

Marines from the Plainville Reserve Center removed weeds from the memorial  
brick areas and improved the edging. 

Before After After 

After clearing of the overgrowth and 
raking the area, you can now see and 
hear the brook that borders the park. 

 


